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XJ OU were re pit to write 
ne word, that you approved 

ef what I had wrote, but 
WO that it would be a further 
pleaſure to you, to find 
that ſome eminent Divines heretofore 
had the ſame Notions. Tou know, my 


Studies (if amy) I another Way 7 and 
that, 15 Fi met by. chance with Dr. 


Snape Back, written in the Bango- 
tian 2 - theſe Matters were 
foreign to my 1 og bis. Vu will find 


the judicious Hooker, in moſt things, 
bad 45 ſame Thoughts : Vu may read 
4 Bangor's Notions in Chillivgworth, 
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* more bold and clear 5 and oe was 
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a Hir, 2000 4 AND. THE 


tort: 


Diſſeners Ruin'd and Undone. 


4 100 1 1 


fe HEN I refle& upon the Certainty 
of the Chriftian Religion, the 
Excellency of its Dodrines that 
it came from God, and that the 
End and Deſi of i it, as to what 
relates to this Wo rld, ſeems to be 

it 42 calculated fortheſertling andeſta- 
bliſhing. Love, Peace and good Will among Men; 
and when I obſerved that the Practice and Uſe that 
was made of our holy Religion, was chiefly to pro- 
mote Rebellion, D Ben Animoſities and Blood- 


> 28 med, 


an Indolency ; they will believe what yy have . 
learned, and have ſo long believed. this 


eaſy and fupine way of for- 
merly, Chriftianity it ſelf had made * much ſlower 


Progreſs; and Men would never ha io nds 
on the firſt Reformation, but we mi A Al have 


ed dude the Jathſawe agc ecken Ta 


ny of Spe. But it eh 

wondred at, not only 15 801 

and bitter againſt —— ; yrs that whenever” 
the ſame Party:differs:in'Dpimiab, #ho' in Things 

of no great Moment, they are. more eager and 


virulent each ther, Fs, Fan nes 
their worſt and moſt dange nerits, ho 


would certainly, were it in their Power, extir- 
ate the Wranglers du both fidgs. I met with a 
Didenter, — pe told _— "Tha Conſequences Fer 
would attend their fooli ta 85 
le, thotild' we fit infift upbtr wha 9 8 85 
are tpo tenacious of; we ſhould open a Door to 
7 paba — de. den Thoda 
er 1 catr 
upon me: I' would Endenreur it do 2 '2 
my Gad, did I Know AN I hate a true 
Bis Laws an them Twill read; but now ng 
Ss our Dotter lays, ITmæy read, bur he muſtine 
prer for me; 1 rimmednitely toncluded to read, 
to ee if 1 could find ne Law Book; itſcems 
fringe ro te: Treas if I ray nö 
judge? pet Na hoot faked —— — 
pe — 7 8 the 
me, t id wee 


and Fablfgen to-read it, and that only to find ont, 
_ whether my Paxſon is, to judge for me, or ner: 
Nis, in my de, is as dſſicult a Place to find, as 
moſti are: apd why; if I may judge of the moſt 
difficult,” may, I net, alſo, of the leſs arduous? 
My: Parſon is nar; inſpired, I was bred up with 
him, and I had then as much Learning as he had; 
will he take more Care of my Salvation than I 
my ſelf ſhall ? Then I conſider d the true Reafon 
why ſame Men pretend to judge for others: It 
"matt only be, becauſe they believe, that they have 
ſuperior Underſtandings, and have a Deſire to go 
vern; from this Pride and Vanity comes this No- 
tion of Interpreting for others, and to mak» this 
palatable, they gild it over with a Divine Miſſion, 
and an Apoſtolical lineal Succeſſion: If Men would 
ſpeak plainly, there would be no great Force in 
theſe Argumen es. 

But what muſt we do to cool our Heats, and to 
rocure a tolerable Unity amongſt us? Whom 


Ik we find out ſufficient to decide theſe dubious 
Matters, that diſturb our Peace? What if thoſe 


—— be referred to the Magiſtrate? That 
would hardly be comply d with; the being Ma- 
giſtrates gives Men no more Senſe or Inſpiration; 
nor is this any where warranted by Scripture; and 
then Men would be obliged to change their Opi- 
nions, as the Magiſtrate was changed, or did 
ohange his Opinion, Now if this will not do, 
what muſt be done to eſtabliſh a better Harmony 
and more Peace amongft us? As for the practical 
Fart of our Religion, tho we all do not practiſe 
Id we all agree ys ought; as to Matters of 
Faith,: there are many Difficulties. and Differen- 
cos, and moſt — — more from our 
Pride, than from our Knowledge. I take it, 


that in common; Charity Men are obliged to be- 
lieve, that others yill, in thoſe things that concern 


their 
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their eternal Welfare, make the-beſt-Jubginbne | 
they are able; and then, would it ſeem realonas - 


ble for the greateſt Man living to do Violence to 


the Conſcience of the moſts inferior, by 
Force; to perſwade or terrify him to aeknowiedge 
— to de true, which he is inwardiy convinced 


2 3 © 776 s Av {7-9 rm 16 * 


Ihe beſt and faireſt Way therefore: of 


dis Peace of the World, would be to have no more 


Articles'of Faith required to be aſſented to; than 
thoſe that are expreſſed i in Scripture, without any 
Explanations, V in the very Words uſed in 


© Chilingwoth, Pa 
© -uſurp/an abſolute 


7 © abrogating and annulling the Laws made to 
© maintain the common Liberty; for he may fru- 
ſtrate; their Intent, and compaſs his own De- 


© fign as well, if he can get the Power and Aus 


thority to interpret them as he pleaſes, and to 
add to them what he pleaſeth, and can have 


his Additions and Interpretations: ſtand for 


Lans; i he can rule his People by his Laws, 
k * and his Laws by his Lawyers: And then in 


5 Page 50. Every Man is to judge for himſelf; 
and the Rule whereby he is to guide his Choice, 


iſ he be a natural Man, is Reaſon; if he be a 
Chriſtian already, is Scripture. Page 58, All the 
"-Power in the World is not fit to convince; nor 
able to compel a Man's Conſcience to conſent 
to any Thing. In civil Controyerſies, the Caſẽ 
cannot be ſo put, but there may be a Judge to! 
end it, who is not a Party; in Controverſies: of 


'J „Religion it is impoſſible to avoid it, but the 


Jud ge muſt be a Party. Page 82. Iſay, —— 
25 = fill run on upon a falſe Suppoſition, 
hath appointed | ſoteſudge of Contro- 

verſies, 


Art or 


ge 45 ſaith,” © He that r ey, 
dſhip and Tyranny over'atry * 
< © People, need: not put himſelf to the Trouble of - 


_— ——  —— — — — — — — 
— 8 " 
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* verkies;&| 
the 7585 
© whereas, he, we leftiey 
„therein in theſe: Exe ok 

abandet ſeuſi ud. O01 11H op 

And whoever vill read, TIE Mas: 700 

Chriſtian Labours, then, op ng ſince the were 

wrote, approved of b by the che b and ableſt wines 

of the Church of Exland, will find, contrary. to 
the Opinion of our late Writers, and. even 

Mr. Rogers (who writes wi the moſt Teniper and 

beſt Senſe of any Author I have ſeen of that Side) 

that Men ought to judge and interpret for them- 
ſelves, and that there was never any ſuch Power 
given to the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, And how 
the Biſhop of Bangor s Writings, that are not ſo 
extenſive as Chillingworth s, come to be a Block of 

Offence, may ſeem ſtrange ; but the Church, it 

may be, has ſince obſerv'd that notable Rule in 


the — Courts, Boni judicis eſt ampli are Juriſdiftio- 


nem. They haveſurely taken poſſeſſion of ſomething 
that they had no Pretence to in Chillingworth's time; 
and if one conſiders, one muſt believe, that ſome 
Incroachments they have made ſince, they are unwil- 
art with. This puts me in mind of a Picture 


| ung to 
. Dragon, reported to have been kill'd at 


Werte in. Herefordſbire ; I ſaw the Picture of it 
painted on the Church Door about Forty Years 
ago, then it was a moderate pretty little Dragon; 
I faw it lately, and then it was grown to the Size of 
that Dragon St. George is reported to have ſlain : 
wherefore I concluded, that every thing that be- 
longed, to. che Church increaſed, and got conſi- 
derable Strength and Additions in time. 
The beſt way to eſtabliſh, Peace, and the like- 
lieſt and faireſt, way of keeping its Unity, would 


be to impoſe. no new Articles 0 Faith; nor to re- 


quire any one s Aſſent to wn thing, that is not Pao: 
us y 
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— then only in 
If 2 B 5 


ds uſed” iu Seri riprure 
ay uſt other Weder, and tell me, 
1 5 4s thoſe uſed in Scripture, 
uire m (ago to them, he may make 
og Neige leaſethl. All theſe per- 
155 90 ee — = godly 
Pretence an r Re ana to 
- reticks out of rhe Chih: Be are we wiſer than 
God ? God re a0, no more chan to believe whar 


rene it; and y ſhould we come to Inven- 
1 of our own, to breed — -and'to force 
to le parate 875 6 In ſuch 8, dur ableſt 
A tell us, that thoſe that others from 
them, are the rife _Y OO 
I cannot, underſtand why a Man that chicoferh 
rather to follow Chriſt than you, that doth really 
believe” what is revealed, and will in thoſe Words 
aſſent to ĩt, can be juſtly branded with any Name 
of Infamy. Who ae yon the Inte _ ? 
Would pd not ſhew a more Chriſtian 
not to ſhut thoſe out of the Church, which © Chrif 
hath. no where forbid comin in? We ought in 
Prudence rather to inlary to make narrow 
the Foundations of o WAR e287 1 
The only ſafe Guide to direct and to tench d us 
the Win of God is che Bible. As for the Fa- 
thers, Church Hiſtory and Tradition, they are 
| nothing more than Amuſements, and help Men 
with Matter to' 9 2 their own Errors, and 
to delude others. In the Bible every thing ne- 
to our Salvation is plainly revealed; and 
as for . thoſe Places that are not ſo plain, we 
may conclude, God did not deſign that weſhould 
know more of them; and we may offend God in 
being te inquiſitive, eſpecially if we unpoſe our 


curious Fancies on others, and are angry if they 
will 


tye 


rey 
rey N 
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Chari _—_ F 
3. 1 4 beg 
amine: the, e e e . 
— is. ſuch chat can bes | 
Napiſts, and I to nor find ofien. HOW 
Proteſtants.5-auk; it is 2 Rule thay 
reduce moſt _ of our Djfficy 


zn R 
to compare it ith 5 allowed 
tributes of Gold and ,whateyer o 
quadrate and agree with 1 I 
but whatever is oppoſite 
cannot meu. 80 IS ar 80 f 


an | cem: , dg B58 
e b but the Rache 15 e FEE 
with, Riches, and Gra 1 5 were not former 
the Marks of Lan ey 3 198 0 


us, that rich Men could 
Days a rich Papiſt can adh B 


971.98 ned 11 
one faved. 11 [5 3 1 Leh * 89 TIE gur 
I fear alſo in our Church thare-4s more opnhce 


whe perceived in the Succeſſors War che 
doeuds god el ere is 


qt 


e 


he =. 2 2 1 ng ag 
wou 
_ be oſtles; but — rather 


; 1 [me of an 0 the Mas lies, it may 
. N re Boa t it was not the Hondurs 
| es of this! Wor d that . — 


| Men to the F. Sil of God. But the/prerend- 
d lineal Sticceſſors bf the Apoſtles will make the 
15 of that Order moe than! Princes, Ant- 


oe 60 of Heayth : Can it poſſibly agree with 
- the Atttibutes of the all Wiſe 1440 good 4 God, to 


Place. thoſe divine Powers in the Hands of the ba- 
iy pd vileſt of Men, which he veſted in the 
i; ds of thoſe ne had infpired-with his. Holy 
Spirit? Can it agtre with the Attributes of God, 

1 t it ſhould be neceſſary by his aw; in order to 
ſupport. the Religion he "alight Men, that our 
eſts, ſhould be oblig d to derive'their Pedigree 

10 gn Ja laters, in order to enable thein benefici- 

adminifter"the” neceſſary Sacraments to 
| We that are Worthily prepared to receive it? 
Can. it agree wich them, that the. Bleſſing of the 
Bread and. Wine. by ſuch. a wicked ſinful Man, 
ede more: acceptable to him, tlſan the honeft ſ6- 
T. id of a wortlly Receiver? This may ſuffice; 
51 TOS forbear ; Xing, Whether it 2 agree 
Fn 1bures' of God to make a Saint of a 


a0 Plotter, or a Martyr of an Aſſaſſine? 
uſe a Wife, or a Friend, or a Servant, has 
pt. 2 35 with an old doting Fellow to lay his 
5 ne, at by Virtue thereof, that ſorry Fellow 
be” dubhed with an indelible Character 
And commence an Ambaſſador of Heaven? 1 
Me. believe a God, let us believe Thin gs wor- 
5 of; him. T -plainly, theſe things look 
rss 


f our A 5 —5 was only Pretence for our 
Intereſt; 4. nas mo ally believed no 


_ 


on the Head of  an' immoral ftupid 


uz 
* 


1 The 


0 13 was 
| ſuperior Power, s endeavoured to wel 
others to believe what os told; the — to cheat 
and impoſe on 3 * mne * Faith by thy 
Vink. 

Thus you * — Power. Men of Art and 
Learning have to prevail upon, and to delude 
weak and wieked Men. Theſe un ngodly Principles. 
are inſtilled into many in their Infancy, and they 
have 'been taught them, and they have believed 
—_— long, that they revile and abominate thoſe 
ſpeak againſt them, or queſtion the Truth of 

of Men will believe what they were firft 
taught; and wickedly deſire to have great Powers 
lodged in their Prieſt ; and then if they can but 
oblige him, he abſolves them, and they are ſafe. 
Men will believe what they want, and 4 they 
deſire ſnould be true; and theſe two ſorts of Men 
make no ſmall Figure in any Church. I may ſay 
further of theſe Men, as the judicious Hooker doth 
of another ſort of Men, viz. That they have ſo 
aſbion'd the Notions and Principles of their Minds, and 
of thoſe of their . Followers, that , when they read the 
Scripture, they imagine that every thing turneth and. 
tendeth to the Advantage of their) own Side, and to 
the Hindrance of others. | 

But I am in haſte, and will vive: bath one e Inſtance 
a Doctor reading to me that Parable of the Lord's 
ſending out his Servants to compel Men to come to 


his Supper, told me, it was a good Ar nt, and 
ſo deſigned to teach the Ch Ta Oh 1 


tinate to believe as the Church woule 
and in caſe of Negle&, to uſe JP 
Some of our charitable m Tvines s hank ſo 
faſnionꝰd their Minds, and — damn all the 
reformed Churches. beſides- their own, becauſe 
their Teachers cannot adminiſter the neeeſſary Sa- 
craments beneficially, | not having their Miſſion 
from 9 "which OI call * 2 


<A em 


22 
SL 
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Ci 

Con Mr. Hooker truly ſays, Thar wher? a ur 

thpee are met tigerbor in Cb 'Name,- tha neither of 

them is a Prieſt; ahey art a Church; and I ſay, that 

uſt needs be a very poor Church that is not able 
hy adiminiſter tieceflary Sacraments; thou Mr. 

4 


Ruger, a late in — Author, holds a 
of receiving the crament from/ thoſe that derive 


ir Fed from the Apoſt lee... 
T eould ſay more on that Subject, Were it heed: 
ful; but this 1 will fay, that no Soul livi 
make out ſuch u Pedigree. If there is one 
broke; all is gone; and not rent — | 
Churches by this Pofition are in danger; but I 
Believe, the whole'Chriftian World; and Chriſtia · 
nity muſt be in a manner extinguiſhed. Go 
God ! To what height will Pride, Malice and 
Avarice * take Men. Let — obſerve che 
ver Pope's Pe „ Hr Ha! c 

pi 4 there was 7150 fach Thing intended by the 
Words they pretend our Saviour ſpake to St. Peter, 
thoſe Benefits mult belong tothoſe that he had r 
ained, and not to the Succeſſofs of his Biſhop- 
& ; but you ſee, the Pope pretends not his Suc- 
&Moii: from #1 Ordination frorn St. Peter, but 
from a Place he is pleaſed only to fancy St. Peter 
WAS Biſhop of. But from hence it is manifeſt, that 
che Succeſſion pretended, relates merely to the 
ace St. Peter was Brſhop of, and not to his 
Jon; and how then is it poſſible to make out 
any infallible” adee from thoſe Words they quote, 
were they as extenſive as they would have them? 
And if one ordained by Sr. Paul, or any other 
Apoſtle, ſuctecded St. Peter or any of his Suc- 
18, chat all we do then for an infallible 
Rage? For then we cannot aſcribe that Infallibili- 
ty to the Sueceſſors of any other Apoſtle, it con- 
tradiets the Words, and Meaning of the Words 3 


and therefore they — — 
0412 N 8 make 


0 rs * 
male the Advantages from the Words to ** 
the Place. There are ten banane more Abfars 
dities. Ne E TT; V 99 © 
If St. Peter's Succeſſor was he whom St. Pes 
ordain d, (and that is the Way that all, except the 
Pope, derive their Succeſſion ) then I. ay, if if the 
Pope muſt derive his Pedigree from St. Peter's Or- 
dination, how muſt that be? Muſt thoſe Powers go 
(as Land doth in moſt Places to the Heir) to him 
whom St. Peter at ſirſt ordain d, and ſo to his firft# 
or elſe, muſt the Privileges deſcend, like Land 
in Gavel-ki nd, and all that St. Peter and his Sue. 
ceflors ordained; be equal Sharers in thoſe Divine 
Powers? Now then, if theſe Powers belong to 
the Place, why not Antioch ? Every one knows 
St. Peter was Biſnop there, but no body knows 
that he was ſo at Rome, nor that he ever was at 
Nome. Here is not Argument enough to con- 
vince a Child of ten Years of Age; of the Pope's 
being Succeſſor to St. Peter; but ſure we muſt not 
leave the Pope in ſuch bad Circumſtances, leaſt 
the Church ſhould be offended. To ſalve up all; 
we muſt ſay, to continue the Succeſſion viſible in 
thoſe St. Peter ordain d, the other Apoſtles or- 
dain'd none, and St. Pater all; ; and that the Pow< 
ers belonging to the Succeſſors of St! Peter, were 
by his laſt Will bequeathed to his: Succeſlors of 
Rane, and that all. Alis Deſcendants from thenos 
were in a great manner infallible. 19 
This muſt be made out from ſome 5 of 4 
Friar St. Peter told it to. Now I believe there is 
2 hay: ring Soul can deſire a Succeſſion better? 
Tho' they ſomagnifythis ſenſeleſs 
— ; Pope's: had beenany way thought neceſſa- 
ry, Chriſtians muſt have been ftrangety negligent 
not to have perfectly regiſtred this Succeſſion; and 
the neglect of that, is alone ll ip F the, 
novelty of the Invention. 


o Non 
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Now as for Infant-Baptiſm, it can be of no Sig- 


\ 


4 * * 
1 * 4 : * 
, — 
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nification ; for it cannot agree with the Attributes 
of God to puniſn or reward us, when we have 
neither merited nor reſs d; and if it is of no 
Conſequence, it may be adminiſtred by any Hand. 
Perſons adult, if converted from Popery, Turciſm 
or judaiſm, to be baptiz d. A Chriſtian is 
compar d to a Soldier; and there is no doubt to 
be made, but if a Veteran leaves the Service of 
his former Prince, . and deſires to ſerve under 


your King, you ought not to Maſter him, nor ap- 
| . ö him Quarters among your Soldiers, till he 


abjured and renounced his former Maſter, and 
has ſworn and is liſted into your Service; but 
if he brings up a Son, born and bred up with 
Principles of Allegiance to your King, and diſci- 
plin'd and taught your Art of making War, ſure- 
ly there cannot be ſo great an Occaſion of making 
him abjure or renounce. What is it he is to re- 
nounce ? but if an Officer or common Soldier take 
the Infant in his Arms, and at the head of the Ar- 
my puts a liſting. Penny into its Hand, and to 
more Soldiers promiſe and engage to teach it: the 
Art and Diſcipline of War, and that he ſnall prove 
a faithful Soldier to the King, there can be no 
harm in all this. | lod f 
Thus you may ſee the Byaſs Education gives 
Men, and the more from the Works of the learn- 


ed and judicious Mr. Hooker ; and if that could 


get the Aſcendant over a Man ſo well qualified, 
what Care ought we to take who are ſo much his 
Inferiors in every thing? Mr. Hooker makes a long 


Diſcourſe about Infant-Baptiſm; but I think when 


he leaves out his Byaſs, and writes upon other. 
Subjects, he ſays more againſt it than he can ſay 
for it. In the firft Book of his Ecclefiaftical Polity, 
P. 15. he ſays, * How be it, ſince Creatures can 
*Ahew no Will, and where no Will is there can be 
wet. no 
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— all title örlch except Aihanν,ẽwim· were Arriunsn. 
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78 Ne changed; und. Armutund 
Jower ON £5 wan 800, kit t is! evident; 
5 þ char Pvwet” not Reaſon 
ma S the Heretic &, "Thread alt Sides, 2nd I 
uoudy, chat 1 indent norkin 2 
, WK BE no more of God thin he has 
— 'd to reveal of himſelf iu Serlptake, — 
Deductions b by Collections; "birt: * = ery 
eve iii 


_ "Wotds, and er, T 
Father, Fi {ah Hay Oh K 10 They are ſo poſi- 


1 Dez, Aff Ls oh one q: mot believe, 
at both 6.x rey —— 
Farne e to be incomprehenſjble I am ſure, All 
I lear from. them was, MAE When Men of 
-xterity ger flowers and Prefermpnts, they {er 
Fools and, Kiiaves, who re n eontertprible 
Number, together bythe Ears, und de 


„the very Band of Religion, by pretendingu Teil 


or it, But before J proceed, I will get a more 
judi- 


r 
deducing has ſet be n 
J at vi a 222 e ee the Pre- 


& that Fog their Poktiveneſs.and | 
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may call "ID Rule 150 i gr from 5 

for were. obſerv'd as it oug ught, ic ould 
Te 


in a — ure eſtabliſh Peace in 
and remoye moſt Handles of Contention. 
The Church or Community ought not to Te 


gur Aſſent or ( 8 icles 
further than wh e 


commonly call the 5 85 ; I ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe it was uſed in the Apoſtles Days. All agree 
it to be the firſt Creed, and we may conclude, that 
if there had. been any other Article of Faith more 


nece it had been inſerł- 
ed ere Bees or ona and Party; N 2 


all water Tor are plainly expreſſed in 
ond, wine, the Trouble & 
them by Collection. * 1 
Nicene and At « Creeds. haye been long 
the * yer do they contain new Articles 
every Thing, that is, moge than what is TR 
in that Creed, for its Excellency called the A 
ſtles Creed: and they were new rticles hen 
were, publiſh'd, altho' iS of their 1 
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ing, they cannot in 2 be called "nw; yer 
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made, and by the judicious Mr. 
ble fe Rae theſe TOR ' Obght 70 be 
ou vals > Hire e 
U as IE new Modes" Papicles | in 
our Religion, a5 in our Habits; our Hu- 
mours are 48 Rae as as our Appetites, and 
a is on the Tun, we eagerly'Þ irſue. But 
Fab find out and eſtabliſh only what is agreeable 
o the revealed Word of God, and not permit 
bye: Sp ron with new "Articles Faith 
ec. 
77755 he has. 25 of the. Bitterneſs ahour 
lo deflination, a Marter of no fach great Moment 
to be ſo eagerly debated. Let Men privately be- 
heye. what they pleaſe, o they will hot dern the 
c eace. % B Hil Of ; 
mc "have had! A neh run 'againft Had), which 
was occalion d by private Views or preſent Hu- 
our for there, is not one Expreffion-found Fault 
hs 3 ut what is fuller in Chillingwdhth, and that 
lauded. and hi ply * — 1 he the 
2 of the Chur and ier 
Rar ty way think, for biker Nez 5 thari they 
gre.” 2 cenſured Him. We have been n 
out af gur right Minds. eee, L007 Hf 
We have lately ſeen an immor Pune e — 
thro” the Nation | in his hot heade . 
receiv Ae gvery where with almoſt divine 2— 
met, with © Crowds of. People, welcomed with Bon- 
brex and ringing 'of Polls, and calling their Chil- 
after his Name, and kifſifig the Hem of his 
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Garment, and: efteemed the Sayiour of the Church, 


9 9 | 5 that ever 1 heard of, but for 
e Priti Mam Succeſſion, * Which. oy bad 
2 worn 


ge 
8 an) | 
ſworn to fupport, in Favqu of che 
whom he had abjur d- Had the Repo Fs 
velled the Country, could he have. us dae 
ceiv d, or more welcom d. 

What has Achanaſius to brag of i more, than for- 
making that more maintgllighhle, if poſtble, chat 
was incomprehenſible before? * 

— underſtanding Man, how a Grnid 
of Corn thrown: into the Grgund, groweth and 
roduceth its q on own Seed aſer its own Kind. 
his: thou ſeeſt daily; and if thay canſt give no 
Account of what: is viſible to thee, for ſhame pre- 
tend to no no more of that great i Be- 
ing, of whom thou knoweſt no more than that he 
Nee what he hath pleaſed to reveal of him- 
at 1:91 ,nomtqO3sr i 
* What Merit was there in the Earl of ss 
Book more than under the Cover of a great Name 
to me dreſs an old Bone of Contention? Let for 
chat Service, did thoſe that ought to have been 
learned and wiſe by their Titles and Characters, 
return him uncommon and unpreſidented Thanks 
from all Parts of the Kingdom. 

What J have wrote agrees with the principles a 
reveal d Religion, and is meant to reſtore Chriſti- 
anity to ĩts Primitive Purity; and, to the beſt of 

nowledge, tends to reconcile Men one to the 
2 EW to 1 and eſtabliſn Peace and 
Truth; but when J reflect upon the Behaviour of 
our preſent Age, when I obſerve ſo many who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, abjure the Nene and 
fear to ſupport the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and at 
the ſame time act againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and by all Means they poſſibly dare or can, aſſiſt a 
PopifhiPretender, and pretend to do all this out of 
Zeabbfor. Religion; what have I Reaſon to ex- 
pet but Frowns and Affronts? But thoſe Men I 
play pity, convince I cannot; and will ſay * 
1 lei 


* p 


3 t cy 
the" Ad Heathen Orator; who«uidhetter Prins 


les than theſe Men who call themſelvesChriftrans, 
Often ſutiffatiemus, nihil in famam laboremus, el 


455 bene neut 0 D V199 
Mane | balieve'T may venture to aflitin, 


chat Tue, from Collections deduced from Mr 

Hooker voker, and other ſubſtantial Arguments; — 2 
ed there'is 80 abſuluts Neceſſity to baptixe 

Urs. Mr. 0 true, It is 2 

%; 8 ords in Seripture ; and if 

= = to be a Miſtaksin 'thete 

+ Miſtake in ſome of thoſe othet 

EE his to be deduced; but 1 own it, 

27 218 'bf too high a Nature for me to in- 

ae m , for the Neaſons I before mention d, and 

dhe ge the more av din that Opinion, from what 


1 1 hold it for arvinfallible Ruloiti 
Spee or Scripture, that uhere a literal 
es will "ſtand, the fürtheſt omar 
enter is coiminonly the worte Shi ua bs 
ere is nothing more dangerous thun this — 
55 and deludipg Art, which changetfr che Means 
ing 0 785 ords, as the Ale doth or would 
0 the ubRance'of Mettals, which maketh/of any 
vs whar ithſteth, and in the End; all Truth is 
and "felt 95 Nothing. This truly defines 
Collections, an proves what offered 


educitp 

þ ore, 4 55 Articles of aith ought to be ex- 

Prell Ad In cle Scriptu re Words; and I am alſa the 
ze cohfrnd in K at Opinion, having learned 

i m this Juckfcious Author, That Truth is of more 


al, 


\ 


oxce than Authority. Silingfeer alſo faith, That 
here m PteſFrip on againſt Tur. 
Ne certainly, oft our Way when we o pared -with 
que h e, gur only Guide is the Bible, and we 
(derineſs without it; the Wilder, 


ny a the Fathers, and deducing by Col- 
lection; 


* Fo * a A. 


12 2% ended ALES AS. = ”7 wad S * 2 
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Gaide che Bible,and get out cf hi | 
owe omit our bew Articles pk, aich, 
Minds of of more than a few 
7 them — wg 
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n Wie ve ＋ * RE * noe 2 11 
Hlace that is cheir due, n ſtately, but 
when they contemn thoſe Vanity makes 
— #d/be their Inferiors,, aa comes 
the Place they have no manner of Pretence to 
take, we then call them proud, and endearour, 
by humbling them, to bring tham 49. 1 
nern Alb Sur Diviſions come e 


thoſs that ealh chemſelves Prieſts. . 
careſs thoſe whom chey fd -jnglinable . 
their divine Miſßon; from hence har 

plauded Men of looſe Morals and e 
e eee 

ns upOn 

well behav d Perſons: But chels Br achces. have 
dane: D nor eee Pre- 


tended Religion. 
The — of, a Chaplain to) be his Lords 
Lord and Maſter, by virtue en e 
Miſfion, is vain and groundleſs. 
_ !o The Form formerly uſed in making Bi in 
nay, ung the King's 


2. Cammang.; The Form 
uſed. in EN, is fo far from being more Apo- 
ftalical,” that it 35: @ meer that cannot 
agree with the Attributes of God ; if nor, I fear 
the Miſſion is loſt. But ſuppoſe, we ſhouid allow 
the: receiving this Miſſion from Idolaters and An- 
tachnift oo be valid; though that is a Conceſſion too 
_ to be made; it would, as 1 proy d bears, 


T 44 ” 
be of no Service to them. But now vr ui a 
What the Judicious? Hooker faith to chefe Things 
che ſeyenth Bob off cal Polity) p. 65. 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, that the Holy Ghoſt dich 
, make Biſhops; and chat the whole Action of mas 
g them ĩs Gd o Deed; Men being blit 
s his Agents therein, what Spark of ehe Fear ef 
5 God can there remain in their Hearts, 
© repreſent! the. Perſon of God in naming Men 
to Eccleſi ſeal Charge, who'ſelt that; which in 
©: his Name they ght to beſtow? Or who, : ſtands 
ing as it were at the Throne of the Living God; 
do bargain for wy which at his Hands they | 
©: onight to receive?” © Woe! worth ſuch irre- 
and impious Profuneneſs? The:Churchiof 
riſt is hereby not only a Den of Thieves; but 
re of 00 Spirits; and no doubt oft it, 
Number of them have been in all Ages | 
8 2 have thus climed into Epiſcopal Re 
"this famots Miſfion cat come tho? 
ſuch ill Hands. In p. 69. of the ſeventh Book of 
e Polity," "I hetefore the) Neceſſity: of Or- 
ſuch,” im Exeuſe” tv 2 
Fete one, doho bath but 2 Friend: ro beftow 
— ond "of rler Ommmmlation in his 
Behalf ; by Reaſon ha the Chutrch; groweth - bur4 
dened with filly Greativies more than ned, whiſe med 
Baſereſ; and Tyſufficiency iner the bey Order it 
 felf imo Conte: 17 DIR Ne 21 Mite d/ 
© 21Sxplyx & A Crcheures; -"by the Minus of 
the Impoſition ef Hands, can never have Wñ 
enough to — Vationes Men, that they there- 
by become Ambaſſadors of Heaven: and that 
they, and only they,” can adminiſter: the Sacra- 
| — OY 1-367) Hol at noir MA od 
Mr. Hooker alſo tells us at large in inother Place 
how acceptable it viould be to God wen C'the 
Revetives of the Ctergyio 7 7 m TT en 
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$ ſt Coen andqpaliy Selievedhe: would not re- 


0 4). 
wal” 1 Kors 8 57 — — theſe Or- 
Gers th Only to ſome 
145 . vi deen —— | 
ed them to his Favont and thoſe he perfe 


Sea i& bey his —— Mues, | 
for my Lord's) vice, and for the Good of the 


Family, wrote e LAdtly all my Lord's Orders, 
Paßt h 9995 op e read by every one of the Fa- 


ien. Mn HE OA. 
Hy Forth long” i sg me Falz vas well ma- 


naged; and at eden their Buſinels+ They dy d, 
ut, before N 5985 Deaths, they recommended. other 
W w 


— Hande upon their 

Heads; and IE good Wrſhes, recom- 
non the m Lord's rar — 
my Eotd's Abfetzce. "They were bred up under 
nl and they e ee y: pretty well; 
ut, 25 the N atur am is, they decline; and a 


Wörle Generate often ſueceeds, and 2 it herr ; 
bg Fr WES) ITY 
bkeickeyid dd. 
Manner the Stewards before — made 
* Theſe 2 Mh feind, chat my. Lord: delay d 


fr; In A. 7 ry al Time, the Stewards took 
Hog 7 75 —— it fulted the Fami, and ſpent 
mony in Luxury and Wantonneſs; 
1905 yet” 1 — by Virtue of their Succeſſion, 
Sehr kene Küng of ir and governing 
theFamily, "as the Fribgood Stewards mere. u 


ed with by my __ 
Ache L y taught them; dall that — 
Endeavotir'd to intel into chem was, that they be- 


Fr, e to, and made in the fame Form as 
were'n & they had full as much Power and 

A ach Firſt, and ought to be reſpected 
gods obſe Watt as they were; and that the Family 
Fond "lot airy way ſhew more Keſpeck to heir ab. 


ſent 
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-fentTord; thanby: beſtowing;thair:Subllange, Gh 
them; anch telling them, rhasþy:their Recomarens 
dations of them to oxLank® gvour: when he, 57 
turn'd, theprwould b mane UT h 
and affirming to them, they had ſuch a 
ar Power dodg diin them iyi Virtile of theirSuge 
ſion, that xmieſs.they,-androhly3heys!| ieſtag th 
Bread and Wine, in waunkd ino HH, any) go 
Nouriſnment to them. At laſt #hgy grew. 3v0 
worethe:Badge,': and lifted themſolyes f Ser 
vice of my Lord's: utter. Enemies; but Rull calle 
themſelves — s Serrantz, an der to N 
up their Authority in the Eamilx, band 5 raya 
=P Lords fate D yo ff 42941121 6 0 
They wonid — pretandꝰ te regie 
and Lettersifrem their abſent) Lords! which, 
all Fictionsoand —— ay 1 
themſelves in the Family. y theſ. 
Arts, they had edu; dl che. reſbaf, Ee » 
all the Ignorance wry or magin 
They hach pretendęd; chat che(Qrder — 4 — 1 
Servintibleſe.namd. all Addreſles 
ought to be tranſerib Take 
Langua guagethay did-not underſtands and, 
that artful and cunning Men cant perl LWAME 
to," trat theys by their Rogner he 
and i But in prger ls pfctume, there aut 
ſome that happen d to . Oer 
they) — of my Lord's S e en 
privately:ari the Family, NA hole. Fam 12 5 
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tain d a grateſil RemembJangq: Wit 
dom, Tendarbeſs, and Toro, were 
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whiſper into the Ear:.gb/th == 20 
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vern che Family; and har the putting | 
dh thieir Heads: — ren, and then 
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themfetves in the Service of my 
E \ rent Dramas 2 
a em bur even they: 
were liſted and fromn'Servants tomy Lord's pro- 
— Enemies; that they had put ny Lord's Or- 
nid 4 J rothem; and made 
Acer Addreſſes to my Lord in e Tongue, 
t6 remain rem in -Tabrance; and that 
brd Orders, ch tliey heldritheir Hands, 
to alk tels Proceedings! Thar my 
rd. ——— of Men 
1 0 and that ie'would be deemed Folly in 
Tepbſs ane fame Truſt in.: wicked and 
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ae 6s Phang and good ; that my Lord's 
Lan e 'to bite kis/Bftare well manag d, and 
| fot that Reaſon, TeArit'Stewards'pur' his Orders 
„ in inte die W rifing; har every one might read 
| + ae my Lord's Pleafure, and: to put thoſe 
* ee e e ee to ir. That their 
I  Bffing" their Wise aud Bread, was a, Cheat to 
| Agi themſelves f'thar if they were honeſt, and 
N Woti d Faichfüy an my Lord's Vineyard, let their 
8 Bread and Wine bel bleſſed by any Hand, it would 
cath 10 wholeſbti Noariſhimene : That it was the 

faithfril Service, more than the Hand that bleſſed, 
was do he regarded“ What Relation were they to 
che firſt Stewards, er what Relation to my Lord, 


| ried 8 237 rhemſelves iu his Enemies Ser- 
y they" mut imagine” a Lond: to be. 
- wry 
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Gal esl d themſelves. 


meme. hut mi 99 55 
W and make Spoil | 4 | 
„All this, pg can — . to their Fellow 
Servant! they told them, they ought to depoſe, 


| theſe Men from their uſurp A Authority ; t 
whole Family, they ſaid, was my Lord 8, 
_ wheriimy Lord return'd, would be all anſwer- 
able: x heir Neg, This, tho whiſper'd, came 
ars, and they defired a Parley. 
with I — and by fair Promiſes, En- 
6 of Safety, Tr. they got them into their 

rs, and (it may be) the eaſier, becauſe it was 
a ſtanding Order, That if any misbehav'd them- 
ſebres in . — Family, my Lord order d no other 
Putiſnment, but to turn them out of the Family, 
in Order, when he came, to baniſh them to a bar- 
ren ſtarving Iſland, and to reward the Good; they 
were all 3 to be tranſplanted. into the moſt 
agreeable Country imaginable, made more agree 
able if poſſible by being peopled with only good 


pan 
Dov for all that Law, when the Stewards had 
4 in their Power, they put them to Death with 
- maſt exquiſite Tortures, and made ſearch for 
all the — of my Lord's Orders, and burn d 
and confum'd; them in the Flames with the Muti 
neers 3 then they became more ſecure, and from 
their Security more negligent, inſolent and vicious, 
But what thoſe Panel en a had ſaid before, they 
confirm d to the laſt ; which left a great Impreſſion 
on the Minds of the Family. At laſt there aroſe a 
bold Man, who had been initiated into an Order, 
out of which the Stewards were conftantly choſen, 
by: which Means he was not only well read in my 
Lord's Orders, but alfo let into ul their Myſteries 
hw and he diſcovered their Cheats 15 14. 
or 
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Wold; and publigt'd mun 0 of my outs 
Orders, and diftributed Ment A great pur of 
the Family promiſed to ſtand by; 450 ſecure his 
Perfon from the Malice of the' Stewards, and re- 
ſolr'd not to ſet ſo good a Maſter any longer 
wrong' d and chèated in his Abſence” by ſuch vile 
Fellows. The Stewards therefore could never bet 
him into their Clutches: © 

My Lord had vaſt Eftates i in moſt Parts of the 
World, and many large Families; all ſubject th 
the ſame . an e alter the 1 fame 


Wa 

ben was one Sup ervifop ober all che Families 
who by the Kutiority of a Fable, and Story of their 
own Invention, was in a direct Line, Succeſſor to 
one of the firſt Stewards, to whom, they pretend- 
ed, that my Lord had given a Superiority. The 
: firft Stewards knew nothing of the Matter, nor 

their Succeſſors; nor did he govern, or they obey. 1 

My Lord had particularly order d no a Sri 5 
bur 2 ſhew the Invention more ectraordinary, the 
Powers it ſeems were to go and belong to the Keb 
ard who lived in the Houſe, which the Steward, on- 
whom theſe Powers were beſtowed; had built; 
but it ſo happen ' d, that when theſe pretended. 
Powers were giren him, that Steward had no- 
Houle, nor is it probable. that he ever ſaw that 
Houſe; it is certain he never builded it, nor ever: 
lived in it; and if he had, it would be ſtrange that. 
ſuch vaſt Authority ſhould belong to any Houſe ; 
| and ſhoutd' ſomerimes Wee, "nay three' 
et into this Houſe at a Time; and then ſee 
e Chief Herdſman turn but all three, and 
pat in another: Bnt whoeyet happ 'd ta' get and 


eep Poſſeſſion of the Houſe (ene to it when or 
by what Means he could, Fraud or Purchaſe) he 


was owned by all the Stewards co be Superviſory vo 
hate a fuperor Power over Alg; aud they oy 


Ty 
much Reſpect as they dd. or could, my 
E he been preſent. This 1, mp 
viſar, in time, g0˙ the Aſcendant, not only over 
the: chief Herdiman, but overt all, them, high 
and low. 12“ 
The Stewards pay d this Raſpett to this 99967 
viſor to create an Eſteem for him in the Family, in 
Order the better tolcarry on the Cheat, and by his 
Authority, to ęſtabliſn their own Power and Gran- 
deur. They kifs'd che rere Toe, pay d 
him . equal to their God, and taught the 
Familly to do ſo tog; all they taught them was O- 
bedience to the Superviſor and themſelves, and to 
ye. what they had to the Superviſor and them- 
12 elves, to lay an 82 dn my Lord 2 ihe 
came; They had alſo nene man 16 
Servants Wives, e e e * 
ded; them to put their Da Sears. 112 retired 
Houſes, in Obedience, as 1 thy pre ed, to 7 
Lord's Orders, tho —— — of it 
(whatever the firſt | Gen ak were). was to gratify 
their own Luſts, The Superviſor took as much 
State upon him as he could have done, had he been 
abſotute Lord, and made the fame Iſe of the In- 
heritance, as: he would or could have done, had it 
been his own; and the Stewards ſupported his Pre- 
tenees. The Family intirely loved my Lord; there- 
fore, tho the Superviſor and the n had 
quite diſinherited my Lord, they w „in Order to 
keep Peace in the Family, forc'd to — them my 
Lord's nee my ord's Stewards; In 
the Hen 1 hechrs © very odlious to the Family, and 
Herdſmen grew weary of; their Uſurpations, 
a fpirie —_ Families, and they revolted in 
moſt Places, and gave the ſame Reaſons that were 
urg d by-thoſe they had deſtroꝝ d for Mutinyin 
The Su — 2 uſed all his Tres. gave them — 
Words, offer d them any Terms, e = by 
07 reache- 


— 
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Treachery many Thouſands of the Family: 13 
moſt Places, they hot only abandon'd the zuper- 
viſor, and depos d the Stewards; but choſe mew - 
in their Places ; and'the' Herd ſmen. chat 
belonged to thoſe Families that revolted, were re- 
Roreck to their old Rags Goon pretended: Stew=- 
ards had cheated them | 
1, choſe diſereer and ſober — 2 — 
2 and made them Stewards; and ſaid, it was 


le to Reaſon, and to the Orders m _ 


1 For my Lord's Orders were given 
wellorderingoflifs Family and Eſtate, and nut tb 
make thoſe, Nut call'd themſelves Steward, 
wanton, and inſblent. It was not likely, for the 
Take of a Succeſſion from his ## Servants (wach 
he never mention d in any Place of his Orders) 
he cond now be plens'd to have his Enemies chooſe 
—— e his Eftate. It was true, 
ended x particular Power of the 
endand dee ive e whoteſorne Nouriſhment 
bh: which, they ucknowledg'd oaght 
bo "be ble d; bur if” — continu d faithful 
in their Service, and t in their Buſineſs, 
their Bread and Wine would turm co good Neu- 
riſhment whoever bleſs d it; and they read my 
r 1 oats e in "heir own 
„ aud got them and ſaid, 
had truly and de d ny Lend 8 Gier 
and had done wat he would have directed had he 
been with them. There was & general Revok 
From the Superviſor in all Parts, except” in thoſe 
where the Saperviſor d it — 
and had cheat the © out of their Sens 
as well as their Eſtates. A Pro, the 
Stewards 0 with — Ao oo 


| Hen — - repo 


r 
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wy Encroachments 2 oh, the Family, and 
to 


(QB) 
my Lord's Buſineſs inte better Omer, 
ay. ord had directed. oy 
As The chief Herdſmkn; and the Family, . took 
& kindly, that they let them enjoy many Privi- 
leges the old Qtowards claim d and be Nm 
Srowands. 
This in we End pb een 
—— appointed by the chief Her 
up their Title to the Succeſſion 
d — they would, in a grave Alan. 
bit ques Swans upon'thb Head of the Perſon, 
— —— the good Wiles us d by the old qtew- 
ards, when they put a new Staward into a Flac, 
that it might look like an Election made by them, 
tho' they durſt not refuſe choofing whom the 
Herd ſmati had appointed them; this ſeem d a 
reat Mockery to many of the wiſeſt of the Fami · 
Theſr new Stewards had really revailed on 
the wealer Part of the Family to believe, that 
none, unleſs ſurh who derived an Authority from 
the Succe Ron Hineally from che firſt good Stewards, 
could bleſs their Bread and Wine, ſo as to make 
them yield: à wholeſome Nouriſhment to the Fa- 
— They alſo infinuated into them, that it would 
ery atoeprabie to my Lord when he return 
W that out of Re to hin, they 
enrich'd bis Stewards. told them, that. the 
other Families, that had nd of rhe Supe? 
anti expel u the Stewards, and not -left one 
ring his Succeſſion from the old Stewards. 2 2 
to Piel their Bread and Wine, the eue 
arr pi oy — 
ev” t others retty well 
ſatisfy d — chief Herdſman reſtor'd to his 
Rigi. and to fee ſome Part of the Eſtate the 
Stewards hat cheated the Family of, taken from 
them, and to find, that they were freed from the 
3 immenſe 1 of the n, 
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And that their Laws were again made intelligible 
to them in their own Mother Tongue. The wiſer 
were af Opinion, that there could be no Pretence 
for their lineal Saccefſion, ſince they were forced 
to denve their Pedigree from my Lord's Enemies, 
and that, moreover, they could have no Authority 
from the Superviſor ; and upon their joyning wi 
the Family, he had deprived them of all Power: 
And moreover, they bleſſed the Bread and Wine 
in another F orm and Manner than was uſed by 
thoſe they derived their Succeſſion from, ſo that 
theſe Pretenſions were intended only as Frauds and 
Deluſions to impoſe on the Family, and that, if 
they proceeded, they would, in time, become as 
bad and as intolerable as thoſe they had depos d. 
MAV Lord was moſt wife, and had conſtant Intel- 
ligence of every thing that was done, or doing, in 
every Family. He was preparing to return; and 
Tent his Aadircrs before him to take an Account of 
his Servants, and to put them into ſome Method. 
They came firft to che Place uvhere the Stewards 
had joyn'd with tie Family to depoſe the Supervi- 
ſor; they ſent for the Stewards, and ask d them, 
How they came intothel i Ofſioe? Truly they found 
ſome Difference betweeh the Deluding of the Peo- 
ple, and their giving up their Accounts to honeſt 
great Men, in Power far above them. The Stew- 
ard$' ſaid, that they were choſe by à lineal Suc- 
ceſſion of Stewards from my Lord's firſt Stewards : 
The Auditors ask d them; if when they joyn'd with 
the Family to 'depoſe the Superviſor, they told the 
Family, and prov'd' it beyond Exception from the 
Rules my Lord left, that the Superviſor was my 
Lord's utter Enemy, and had diſpoſſeſſed my Lord 
of his Eftate, and that all the Stewards that joyn'd 
with' the Superviſor, were every jot as bad as 
he was; and with trhat Confidence they could 
pretend . to derive- an Authority, or to be made 
| 5 Stew- 


. 
| Stewards to my Lord by the Choice only, and Ap- 
robation of his Enemies, and a lineal Succeſſion 
from them 2: And how they could, in Reaſon, be- 
lieve that my Lord could be pleas d to have his 
utter Enemies choſe his Stewards, and to appoint 
Overſeers over his Family? To this they reply d, 
that tho they had deſerted my Lord's Seryice, 
yet the Line was continu'd by them. The Audi- 
tors told them, That bad Stewards were never 
the better for having had good Predeceſſors, and 
that the Buſineſs of Stewards was, to direct the 
other Servants, and to look after the Eſtate and 
Family, not to concern themſelves with vain Pe- 
digrees; and ask d them, How they had behav d 
themſelves in their Office? They faid, they had 
burned ſome alive, perſecuted many, and demo- 
liſh'd ſome Houſes, where ſome of the Family, 
that would not obey their Pleaſure, met to read 
my Lord's Law. The Auditors ask'd them, if 
ſuch Proceedings were not expreſly againſt my 
Lord's Laws? And if thoſe, they ſo puniſh'd, had 
done them any other Injury? Surely they could 
find no Provocations, no Cauſe in my Lord's Laws, 
ſufficient to juſtify ſuch Practices. The Stewards 
anſwer' d, That what they had done in theſe Caſes 
was to ſupport my Lord's Honour, which was high- 
ly concern'd in the Reſpe&-pay'd to thoſe whom he 
had appointed to govern his Family in his Abſence. 
The Auditors ſai? the beſt way of honquring m 
Lord, was exactly to obſerve the Orders he le 
them. They alſo ask'd them, if my Lord's chief 
Herdſman had not made them my Lord's Stewards, 
ſometimes for Money given to one of his Miſtreſſes, 
ſometimes to a Favourite, ſometimes in order to 
be his Tools, and to carry on none of the beſt or 
honeſteſt Deſigns ? If ſo, what could they ima- 
gine they could pretend to from that vain idle Story 
of a Succeſſion & And _ the Manner and, "2 
"JT. + 2 0 


(56) 
of Ele&ing, after the chief Herdfman had appoint- 
ed, was nothing more nor lefs, than a meer At- 
1 front and Mockery to my Lord. This was fo ſur- 
prizing that they ſtood like Mutes 

"The Auditors proceeded, and ask'd them, if 
they did not often place ſome into thoſe. Offices, 
ont of which the Stewards were chaſen, becauſe 
they had marry'd a poor Servant or Confin of 
the Stewards, or their Wives; or becauſe they 
had given a Treat or a Gratuity to ſome favou- 
rite Servant of one of the Stewards, to recom- 
mend them to his Favour? And told them, that 
this was a Reflection on my Lord's Character and 
Underftanding, and that they muſt ſurely take 
my Lord to be very indigent of Stewands, and very 
fond of the. Name, and careleſs of what man- 
ner of Men they were made; and that it was 
a very great Impudence in them, to go about 
to perſuade the Family, that it would be grateful 
to my Lord to give their Subſtance from their 
Friends and Family, to maintain ſuch Stewards 
in Luxury and Wantonneſs; and that it was a 
great Cheat and Deluſion to perſuade the Fa- 
mily, that their Bread and Wine would not afford 
them Nouriſnment, unleſs they, and only 
they, bleſſed it. They ſtood amaz d, and were filled 
_ with Horror and Confuſion, and were deliver d to 
the Goaler to be kept in ſafe Cuſtody till my Lord 
came, and his Pleafure was further known. 

Then appear d thoſe that were made Bailiffs by 
the Family when they depos d the Stewards, and 
n how they came by that Office ; 
in fe Words they faid, © 

* That'thoſe, who called themſelves Stewards by 

Suceeſſion, had proſly- abus d my Lord, and in- 
ſalted bis Family; - wherefore the Family depos d 
them, and choſe them in their Places to take Care 
of my Lord's Family and his Eftate ; that they 
T 19 ö 
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Lord's Laws and Buſineſs: That they never cheats 
ed them with telling them, their Bread and Wine 
would prove the more nouriſhing by being bleſs'd 
by them; but if they prov'd Faithful in my Lord s 
Buſineſs, if their Bread and Wine were bleſſed by 
any Body, their faithful Behaviour only in my 
Lord's Buſineſs would make it beneficial to them; 
that they never had aſſumed any Authority to 
themſelves from their Office : For that they belie- 
ved, that my Lord's Laws wete given only for the 
good Government of the Family, and not for the 
— the Stewards or Managers. 

The Auditors told them, that they were well 
choſe, had rightly judged, and had done well; 
and that they would fairly repreſent their Caſe to 
my Lord. Happy-are thoſe Servants whom the Lord 

ſhall find diligem when be cometh. a3; | 

Theſe are the Pictures of moſt of the great Men 
that have been in my Lord's Family fince he left 
us to this ety Day. . 

Good Reaſon there is, that according to the Ex- 
ceſs of Virtue and Weight, with which Heavenly 
and Spiritual Things do ſurmount and preponde- 
rate Earthly and Tranſitory, ſo likewiſe the Deſire 
of them ſnould be much more contentiouſly active 
and earneſt than that of the other; yet if Men 
were but in any Proportion ſo circumſpect and 
careful in Buſineſs that concerns their eternal Wel- 
fare, as even the fooliſh Worldlings are about 
Riches and Honour, and ſuch Trifles, as are not 
worthy to take up the Time of a natural Man, 
we ſhould not have the glorious Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, ſo careleſly, fo ſleepily undertaken; I 
may add, ſo treacherouſiy pretended and betrayed to 
the encompaſſing baſe unworthy Ends, as now it is. 
Chillingworth, Sermon IV. 13 
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Ix will conbfads this Diſeourſe with a g d With; 
with which SKilingfleet 'concludes his Rational Ac 
chunt of the Proteſtant Religion. "0 þ 
Db Men'of Learning would not ais their Wi to 
i fpeil the Truth, and rent the Peace of the urch of 


ny by ſuch | dangerous and ſuperſtitious Matters > 
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